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burials. Evidently it was the custom of these people
to place their dead in a huge urn in a clay-lined grave
and to cremate the body by means of a fire within
the grave which not only burned the body but also
baked the walls and floor of the grave to a brick-like
hardness. Obviously, also, the friends and mourners
stood about and made offerings by casting their finest
pottery and utensils into the fire, for in nearly every
case the remains of the huge burial urns are sur-
rounded by charcoal, and are completely buried amid
fragments of pottery vessels and stone utensils and
implements.
Apparently, however, secondary burials were at
times made, possibly these being reserved for certain
persons or certain purposes. In the rear of the semi-
circular row of columns southwest of the temple, two
such secondary burials were uncovered. The skele-
tons had practically disappeared, but impressions of
the bones left in the packed clay, and a few fragments
of teeth, revealed the arrangement. The bones had
been placed in small neat piles with the skulls facing
the east. One burial was on a legless metate, the
other on a flat-topped stone, and each was surrounded
by a number of miniature vessels, stone implements,
.etc, Near these, traces of a third burial were found
mingled with charcoal upon a flattened quartz boul-
- der at the base of a stone column bearing an incised
figure of a man with a feather headdress, which
might indicate that the burial was -that of a king, chief
or priest.
Although this temple site was no doubt the most
important place of ceremonials and worship of the
people, yet it is evident that ceremonials and sacri-